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Breaking the Chai




HENRIETTA
SHOULDP BE
EASY TO

41 WANT TO
GET HER

Y SOMETHING
PIFFERENT.

You IN AN
ANTIGUE
STORE,
GIUSEPPE.

HEY, YOU
HAVE IT
EASY. YOU
ALWAYS GET
TRIELA
STUFFEDP

WHICH IS
WHY THIS
TIME, |
G0T HER
A STEIFF
BEAR.

EXCLSE
ME, SIRS?

WHAT | GET ——
HER.

\

. | OF TRIELA AS |
| AREGULAR |

STUPYING
SO HARP.
| CAN'T GET
HER JUusT
ANYTHING.



YOoUu WANT
SOMETHING
TO GIVE A
GIRL.
“HENRIETTA,”

RIGHT? YOURE NOT

FROM FRANCE,
ARE YOU?

THIs WOLULP
BE PERFECLT.

SHOW
You, IF
YOoUu LIKE.
JUST THE
THING.

: THERE'S A
i VERY SPECIAL
: ? STORY BEHINDP
@ ~ : THIS.
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Y SHOULDNT
FORCE

YOURSELF

TO WRITE
SOME-
THING,

X%

"TONIGHT, MY
NICE FRIEND
TRIELA
STAYED WITH
ME WHILE |
WROTE IN MY

STEIFF BEAR'S
BRAVE
FACE.”

WELL, WHY
PONT YOUu
WRITE THIS?




NORMAL \/
DAYS LIKE
THIS ARE
IMPORTANT, fi—
T0O0. AN

=1
I

IT

ave 10 € || |
SOMETHING \\|
BIG EVERY A
PAY.

ABOUT
WRITING
“TRIELA WAS
MEAN TO ME
TODAY"?

TR e




| WAS JUST
THINKING...
OUR LIVES

ARE PRETTY




GIUSEPPE C




HE JUST
PUT His
BAGS
DOWN AND

THINK SHE1L
CAUSE ANY
PROBLEMS,

B \ 5y

GIUSEPPE? |

. 2y
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WHERE I8 AN =
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sRm@ETTRS LT L L
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TITERTEET]

Yl

EEETEAST EAASEES
.

A CYBORG 3 B
JusT £ &

WENT INTO PRyt :

GIUSEPPE'S
ROOM.

SURE.

WHATEVER.
- WE 2AM CALL
| AcuArp,

A JUST TO BE

EVERYONE |
SNEAKS

INTO
THEIR BIG
BROTHER'S
ROOM AT




GIUSEFFPE
HASN'T
SMOKEP
LATELY.

e
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il 8L,




“Loulse
ANTOINETTE
LAURE"7

i
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| BUESS
SHE FOUNP
SOMETHING
NAUGHTY
IN BIG
PROTHER'S
ROOM,
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ANTOINETTE

I'M PRETTY \gua

g SURE
| THAT'S THE

A MARRIED
woman
THAT SOME
FRENCH
AUTHOR
FELL IN
LOVE WITH.

PP You

THINK S0,
SHE PIEP
BACK IN THE
ISTH
CENTURY.




THE
AUTHOR,
WHAT'S-HIS-
NAME, BASED
ONE OF HIS
NOVELS
ON THEIR
ROMANCE.

YES, IT

\iva WAS A

VERY NICE it gd

PRESENT. \ \ | For you.
()

THE
KALEIPOSCOPE
IS PROBABLY
AN ANTIQUE
THAT HE
REALLY GAVE

TO HER.

KALEIPO~-
SCOPE HAD
4 ONLY JUsT

v
THEIR

LOVE
HAVE A
HAPPY
ENPING7T




HAVE TO
WRITE IN
MY DIARY ...




IF
THIS IS
BALZAL'S
KALEIPO-

FROM A SCOPE, THEN

STORY ITT HARDLY
ABOUT : s MAKE

AN AFFAIR, SRS B\ A Goor
RIGHT? B GIFT.

PERSON
YOou GIVE
IT TO
FINPS OUT,
JUST

L GIVE YOou
THE KALEID-
OSCOPE AND
THAT GREAT
LINE FOR...

| BoTH seem
ALITTLE |
FISHY TO ME.
MAKE IT

you JusT
TELL HER
THAT.
ITLL SWEEP BUT MY LOVE
HER RIGHT IS REAL. |
OFF HER WOULLD NEVER
FEET. BETRAY YOU.”

GIRL IN THE
STORY MET A
TRAGIC END,







| couLp
PO THAT

BEFORE
YOou EVEN
TRY. IN MY




ITH
BE EASY.
JUusT
STAY
CALM,
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THIS IS A
CAR, NOT
A FRICKIN

You LIKe
BEIN' ON
TOP OF

GIRLS, IS

F\ THAT IT7 " 4




1L BE
B GETTING
B\ OFF HER, [N

SHOW You
HOW TO
TREAT A

MONTALCINO (TUSCANY) |




ARE YOU
HEAPING

-F, el WD SES T
W ok A0 T (S

WHAT
KIND OF
WORK
PO you
Po7
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L GIVE
YOu THE
PETAILS

LATELY,
WEVE GOT
MORE MEN
BUT LESS

SKILL.

I'M SORRY
TO ASK
You so

SOON, BUT

| HAVE

ANOTHER

JOB,




HoUsSE
‘ YESTER-

PICTURE
TO MY
OFFICE. L
HAVE

ALRIGHT.
FINISH
& YOUR JOB
{ AND THEM
HEAD
BACK,




FAVORED
BY THE
FAR

"/ THEYRE \
L | OMLY LIKE

THAT ONM
JoBs
THEY
PON'T

WON'T
| BE ANY
| | misTAKES

THERE * tpuert
THAT

TOOK IN
SEVERAL
YEARS
AGO7

MEN-
TIONED
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=
d HAS TURNED |\,
VIOLENT. SO |
FAR, 20
PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN
ARRESTED
AND 106

INJURED,

THIS
THIS JusT
IN.

NOON's
TRIESTE
INPEPEN-
PENCE
PARTY
RALLY ..

. _ = !
= INCIDENTS
I @ cONTINUE

TO

OCLUR

THIS IS
THE BEST
SEASON TO

PRIVE,

GO FOR A | =

T

l;f;'; /

P

WHILE
THIS IS
THE THIRP
SUCH
INCIPENT IN
ITALY THIS




WHICH IS

. SCHEDULED
1 TO COMMENCE

AT B:00 THIS

MEANWHILE,
THE PIAZZA
SANTA CROCE
WILL BE THE
SITE OF
AN ANTI-




MNP
IF | GO
INSIPET




BUT You
CANT TELL
IT's AN

60T TO Be
KIPPING.
YOURE
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L] |
* 2 L |
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L
A

YOU MIND IF
| CALL YOU
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PINOCLHIOT

THIS ISN'T
FOR

TONIGHT'S
sl '}
CORRECT?Y







| CAN USE
ANY THING,
BUT KNIVES

WOuNp ON
YOUR |LEFT
LEG. YOU
DRAG IT A
HTTLE,




PP You
GuUYs

HAVE A
FIGHT

WHILE |
was

IN THE
SHOWER?,




]
—_—

”o. \.E- Fl
NOT
you. [




T e

You
WENT
SHOP-

TOO7?

PROALCY

FOR YOLR
GUESTS.,

TOoO7?
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GUESTS
TONIGHT,




TONIGHT'S
NOT
Goor.

)

A
u
R
0
R
A

IT'S TIME
TO STAY
AWAY FROM
THE LITTLE
TRICKSTER
PINOCCHIO.
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= _/EGHT X _
= _{ POUTI-
AND THOSE = =" | clANe
ARE JUST ' FIVE
PADANIA'S
J
| aAssassi- | s Deo
| NATIONS.

ORTHO-

) DOX, BUT

INDEED. : NO LESS

/W TACTICS D ANGER-

i AsIDE, * ous.
THEY ARE
EXTREMELY
CLEVER

#1438 Pinocchio (Part 2)




MAKE A

THIS FOR
ME, WILL
youz?

HE WAS
FOLLOWING
AN
ASSASSIN
CALLEDP

COPY OF "PINOCCHIO.”

BESIPES,
WE CAN
MNEVER
HAVE TOO
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A PIF- CINOD.
FERENT

kﬂw.

TO TRY MONTAL- E

o FRIEND OF

MINE LIVES
IN MILAN,

B IT'S TIME |
\ PAID HIM




i e
—1 poyou It N
= MIND IF | »=q

-

LIKE WHENM
PRETENPING
TOBE A
PETECTIVE,
OR GOMNG
TO A FANCY
RESTALU-




BUT
ME,

your
NEVER
BETRAY

e




AROUND TO
REMEMBER

ALL OF

HAVE
¥YOuU SEEN
THIS MaN
RE-
CENTLY?

NOPE.
BUT THIS
Is A
TOURIST
SPOT.

LOOK
WHO's
TALKING!

PONT You
GO TO
SCHOOL
INSTEAD?

HEY, WHY
PONT WE
SHOW You
AROLIND?
WEVE GOT




ABOUT
THE ROOM
HE WAS
STAYING




HE
BELIEVED

my 1D,
IS REAL,

JusT
SLIGHTLY
ALTERED.

FOR YOu,
TOO7?




IT'S VERY
HARD MOT
TO LEAVE
EVIPENCE
BEHIND,

THINK WELL
{ REALLY FIND

Fo You







REAPING
THAT
FOR
REFER-

READ IT.
IT MIGHT
GIVE US
A CLUE.
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)

ONE DAY,
PINOCCHIO
was
SEPARATED
FROM THE
OLE MAN...




[ crisTiano  TioN ARE
| waits  GomG

I DONT
THINK THE
GOVERNMENT'S
GONG TO
JUST GIVE M,
THOUGH.

WE1lL

PROBABLY IF THAT GONG TO
HAVE TO GETS THEM KIDNAP ONE
GIVE THEM ‘L‘; a‘Lﬂ:T OF THE
A SHOW COMPANY
HAVE TO PO
OF FORCE. \ ANY THING.
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IF WE
LEFTIT TO
SOMEONE
ELSE, GOP

KNOWS
WHERE HET

F BUT
FRANCA'S
NICE, EVEN
WHEN
SHE'S
ANGRY.
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BUT
THAT'S

WA NOT My
\ HOUSE.

I'M HERE

TO SEE
| massimo.
IS THIS THE
ADDRESS
OF THAT
HOUSE?




THAT'S
STRANGE.,
POES
PINO LIVE
ALONE?




THE GIRL
WaAs
GOING TO
VISIT HIMm,
SO | PUT
A BUG ONM
HER,

THIS IS
TOO
MLUICH

FOR THE

TWO OF

HANDLE.







/| PUT THE
GUN
POWN
\| AND GET
\§ ON THE
8l FLOOR,

ARE YOU
ONE OF
THE
AGENCY'S
ASsSAS-
SINS7!

, TELL ME!
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STOFP IT,
PINOC~-

THIS
POESNT
AFFECT
THE
MISSION!

IT POES?
WHAT IF
IT FAILS
BECAUSE
WE LET
HER GO7




siwe /Jf

; @

| WAS

TOLD TO
COOPERATE FiNE.
WITH You,

ANP |
WiLL.




THEY
PROBABLY
WENT INTO
THE BASE-
MENT,

B NO. THERE
ARE AT

r. LEAST THREE.
NE  THAT'S ALL
lf,r WE KNOW.

e s TN e a1 T

CAN LUNTIL
BACKUP
ARRIVES.




P-CONT
TELL ME
YOURE
THINKING OF
TURNING HER
INTO A
CYBORG!

| PONT
WANT TO
ABANFON
WE HER,
PIPN'T | EITHER.

i /'\v/

FOR
HER.

WHAT
IF THE
SITUATION
‘ CHANGES?

IF
THEY HAVE

MIGHT USE
HER AS A
HOSTAGE.
OR KILL

COHEN, THEY

BUT NOW
THAT THEY
HAVE HER,
THEYRE
PROBABLY
GOMG TO
LEAVE THE
ciTY.




NOBODY
GETS ANY
SPECIAL
FAVORS..

JUusT
FORGET



you
MEAN LIKE
HOW You
PO WHAT
CRISTIANO
SAYS?

Sy
Wyamifing

® IS
/|

il

%“‘h
E
\"é
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| PONT
| T MOVE,
PADANIA!
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IT'?
MORE
THAN THE
LIKES OF
you To
GET
i HIM.

OVER
THE

|
|I'I.

\ | x\ 1\)
d*ﬁ A\ 'ﬁ / ;f/
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g gt S R,
; .

CONT
MOVE. YOU
PROBABLY

HAVE A
CONCUS-
SION,

THE

POLICE
HAVE
HER
4 NOW.

1\\




HOW

MANY
WERE
THERE? | 4

MUSTVE
BEEN
PINOCLHIO,

0

e
I o

THERE'S
NOTHING
WE CAN

po
ABOUT
IT.
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PINOCCHIO
KNOCKED
ME OUT
WITH HIS
BARE
HANDS!

103



PRIVING
WITH
JUST MY
LEFT.

THERE FOR
NOW.




LISTEN.
I'M SORRY
FOR
MOUTHING
OFF TO
You
EARLIER.

WONPER
IF THAT
OTHER
GIRL IS

SAFE... /




YOU HAVE
A CiGA-
RETTE,
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i 2 ght!.,h FEEDING
: . % BODIES

2 st/ | S e -
_______ T # \ .I“ T W '- | e Bl ) B TO PIGS,
st A, A J[Z_ S 11| PESTROY-
e be S AN “a T i 1 mNe cars ==

s IT'S ALL — : o AFTER
SUCH A EVERY
WASTE. o — N\ HIT.
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e

KD,
YOURE
STILL TOO
YOUNG TO
UNDER~
STAND,

BUT..

== 4
. / 2 ——h\
w x ' L[\ 3
£ N i
P —= | B '.}j
= ~\_,>_\

581635 Breaking the Chains of Retaliation X
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MILAN CENTRAL POLICE
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EERRRY
),
HRE
o




9 HAVE YOU
HEARD OF
A PAPANIA
ASSASSIN
CALLED
"PINOC-
CHIO™?

113




you
FIND

THING
THERE.
L GET
THE ADP-

(RES&.

MIGHT WE NEVER
SOME- WARRANT

KNOW A
PADAMIA
HIPEOUT
GOT A

FOR.

CQAaPpzOmMr

CALL, IT
MIGHT
HELP TO
MENTION

MY e\
dﬁwﬁ

.




HEY

- OLGA..
|_ - ‘ ISNT IT A
L ?_"% I..ITTI.E SOON
L o
m TI‘J BE
t il j 7'? WORKING?
B 18
] — J' 5 e
SHE b o
PASSED
HER
PHYSICALS
ANP cae
TRAINING.
T Jo
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[l WASTING
A DAY

EVERY-
THING GOES
FINE, | CAN
STOP BY A
BOUTIGUE

COULDNT
HAVE. IVE
BEEN
WATCHING
THE







A
PADANIA
NEST.
KEEP AN
EYE ONIT
FOR THE
REST OF
THE
paY.

WHY,
WHAT'S
THERE?
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LOT OF COPS
OUT THANKS TO
THAT BOMB. WE

CANT RISK
ANYONE
GETTING SHOT

119

AR E RN

THIS
ISN'T A
GAME!

TAKE IT!




LAST
_ CHANCE.

k. SHOW ME
YOURE

WORTH A

N DAMM,

HIGHER-
urs
WORKsS
WITH HIT

120
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YES. IS
THERE
ANYTHING
You
NEEDP7?

OH, ITs
ABOUT
THAT BOY.
PINOCZHIO,
WAS IT?

ANP
PROBLEMS
HAVE TO BE
ELIMMNATED,
IS THAT
7

122
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WHY
PIPNT
YOou AsSK




Pz You
THINK |
WAS GOING
TO RNG
THE POOR-
BELL?




6

12

[ ey |
a1 |3

¥




CAN'T

teTyou | %
HAVEIT, | ° %
ANGE. A\










WAY OUT
HERE..




KNOW WHY?
BECALISE
ANGE
WOULDN'T
LIsTEN TO
HER..BUT THE
SECONP SHE
HEARD YOUR
VOICE, SHE

YOoUu PON'T

ENOUGH.
/]




* M.P. = Military Police



; et TIFOSI TO
ARE NO ko™ e MODENA Ol.
4 CviLiaN e — ' TARGET IS

CARS

e SIGHTEP

AND
HEAPING
SOUTH.
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| PIPNT
ro

MOVED
FAST, AND
YOu HIT
THE RIGHT
SPOTS,
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i

- SERGIO
SAYS
IF YOu
ASK Mg, | | . { THEY1L BE
WERE NOT P | TRADNG

VERY

STAFF
1. SO0M,
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[Ty 'ANGELO,

1| WHY PO You

| THINK QUR

COUNTRY
HAS RE-

CENTLY
RISEN TO
THE FORE-
FRONT OF

149



WHAT'S
MORE,

PROTECT
YOU FROM

150



IT WAS MY
FIRST TIME
TO PLAY FOR
SUCH AN
IMPORTANT
PERSON,

SEEARESERAEE
SESEGEREEREN

L)
-.--lltutil--
sEeEEREREEN
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I THINK IT
WAS THE
i| GRRLe.

| sHeE was
LOOKING

A

Y@e

A

“i.'\ 3

| AND
THE KIND
OF Joe

DOING. 1” j







Ms,
"ANGELO,
A POWERFUL
FALTION OF
PADANIA IS
TRYING TO
KIDNAP YOL.

FILTH IS
OURr

158



HE'S A
SCARY
MAN. IT'S
LIKe YOUu
CAN SEE
HiS
ANGER.

BESIPES,
GIUSEPPE'S
THE NICEST
MAN N ALL

OF ITALY!




IVE LOST
THE FAITH
THAT You
ALL HAVE,

' THE

¥ CONVICTION.

A IS IT EVEN
A WORTH IT?

160
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| couy
TELL IT WAS
IMPORTANT

TO HER.

IL BE
LEAVING
FOR THE

DAY,

PROBABLY. §

I THINK
SHET
GET THE
JOKE.







WEVE
BEEN HOLD
WATCHNG  IT.
THE TARGET
FOR THREE
MONTHe
NOW,




GET CHILLS |

rie you

KNOW HE
USED TO BE
A RADICAL
ACTIVIST?

T
=y @ A
=y
fmimd
\‘ ;-n; I,
WHERE
pIP ALL
= THAT
| HATE HE
[ USED TO
HAVE GO
T0?
HE
CAN @
STILL KILL,
BUT THEN
HELL TURN
AROLIND AND
GIVE AWAY
CIGARETTES | |p
OR
ALLOHOL.
@




THAT

WAS
4 FAST.
AN IT'S ONLY

BEEN

THREE f——

PAYS.

WEVE
FINISHED
OUR
INVESTI-
GATION.

SIR.

166




ik
il
i i‘
t MR,
1§} CROCE. KASCH-
it |
i i b ¥ 1 e
i i _f f —_
! - ’, B '_).\
S = s
you | i
PIDN'T
TAKE
THE
DAY
OFF7
I
AH,
CAN | - :
] ASK L?ru = NO,
A | ABO i S
]| I i) r_:] THAT NOTHING
N GIRL, YET.
: N HENRI-
ETTA?
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A

YOUVE \

CHANGED
YOURE yOUR NAME

A ANP YOUR

PADANIA L. FACE.

TWICE. YOou
AGENT. ALSO HAVE
A SECRET

ACCOLINT.

O 1
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ITIS, 1L
BE SENT
PACKING.

THIS
WHOLE

1 OPERATION

MIGHT BE

ALWAYS
MAKE
BOMBS
LIKE You
user /|

L73




HEH.
I NEVER
user

TO

| PIDN'T e
Frie " LIKE
yourp

LIKE IT.

e

you
LOOK s0O
BEAUTIFUL
RIGHT
NOW..

T o T Looey | iBccr Exct Eect Bood beed Foct ERRRLSS PRI
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Steiff Bear

The very first of these classy (and expensive) stuffed bears was designed by Richard Steiff at
his aunt Margaret's company in 1902. The following year, some 12,000 of them were sold at
the World’s Exhibition in St. Louis, and president Theodore Roosevelt was so taken with them
that they would later be given the moniker “Teddy bear.”

Louise Antoinette Laure

Also referred to as Louise-Antoinette-Laure De Berny. The “French author” mentioned here is
Honoré de Balzac (see below), and Laure was his first mistress, whom he described as “more
than a friend, more than a sister, almost a mother.”

Balzac

Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850) was a modestly successful author credited with being one of
the originators of realism in literature. The wildly prolific Balzac is best known for his La
Comédie Humaine (“The Human Comedy™), 2 mammoth undertaking of nearly 100 novels
and short stories and some 2,000 characters set amidst a backdrop of bourgeois France.

Padania

The name Padania (or Padana as it is spelled in Italian) refers to the valley in northern Italy
formed by the river Po. Within the context of Gunslinger Girl, Padania is used synonymously
with the Five Republics, a radical movement pushing for northern independence.

SCORPION

Constructed of aerospace-quality aluminum, this brand of silencer was designed for those
times when “low profile, light weight, and world class sound suppression mean the difference
between life and death.”

(1) SIG

An abbreviation for Schweizerische Industrie-Gesellschafi. This Swiss company is one of the
oldest and most widely-known manufacturers of small arms. “SIG" can be used to refer to any
one of the many models the company makes.
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(2) Glock
Another small arms manufacturer, this one being founded in 1963 in Austria. It began

producing its own firearms in the 1980s, when the Austrian army contracted the company to
make a service pistol.

NOCS

NOCS (Nucleo Operativo Centrale di Sicurezza) is the national police unit roughly
equivalent to the SWAT of the United States, being deployed in arrest, rescue and
counterterrorist operations.

Carabinieri

Short for il Carabinieri Nationale, this is an old and highly-respected Italian military police
force. Coincidentally, the first time the Carabinieri appeared in a piece of fiction was in
Pinocchio.

(1) la Scala

This is the Teatro alla Scala, one of the world’s oldest and most famous opera houses.
Located in Milan, it was built from 1776-1778, and refurbished after the war in 1945-19406.
By the time of this printing, it will have completed yet another refurbishment.

(2) Red Brigade
The Brigate Rosse is a terrorist movement founded on Communist principles. Largely inactive
since 1989, the group at one time led a campaign of kidnappings and assassinations.

(3) CQB
Short for “Close Quarters Battle.” This can include hand-to-hand fighting, as well as the use
of knives, sticks, bayonets and so on.

Lily of the Valley

Written by Balzac in 1836, this is one of the stories comprising The Human Comedy (see
above). As mentioned previously, the heroine’s name is Henriette (or more properly,
Madame Blanche-Henriette de Mortsauf).

SISDE
This stands for Servizio per le Informazionie la Sicurezza Democratica. 1t is an Italian
security agency which reports directly to the Minister of the Interior.
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disappearance of an operative, their inquiry leads them right
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Triela infiltrates the hostile organization, but her search is cut
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